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Abstract. Two specimens of Metavelifer multiradiaitus (Regan) captured in north- 
eastern coastal waters constitute the first record of this species in New Zealand. 


Trawl captures of Metavelifer multiradiatus (Regan, 1907) in north-eastern coastal 
waters are of little surprise since the species has been widely recorded (Regan 1907, 
McCulloch 1914, Smith 1951, and Walters 1960) in other warm-temperate seas. Al- 
though never found in any great numbers it shows remarkably constant morphometric 
and meristic characters and is easily recognised. 


Family VELIFERIDAE 
Metavelifer multiradiatus (Regan, 1907) (Fig. 1) 


1907 Velifer multiradiatus Regan, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond. Pt. 2: 633-634; 1914 
McCulloch, Zool. (biol.) Results Fish. Exp. F.1.S. “Endeavour” 2 (3): 77-165. 


1951 Velifer multispinosus Smith, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 12 (4): 497-510. 


1960 =Metavelifer multiradiatus (Regan), Walters, Copiea 3: 245-247. 


Material examined. Off Ocean Beach, Whangarei; trawled 30-35 fm (55-64 m), 14 Mar. 
1976. Auckland Museum Am. 1976. A single specimen 176 mm in standard length, 
110 mm at greatest body depth. Head length 50 mm and eye diameter 15 mm. D xxi 
21(22), A xix 16, P 1+ 15, V 1 + 8, Gill rakers 11. Desciduate nature of scales pre- 
vents an accurate assessment of the lateral line. 


Though slight damage has occurred along the dorsal fin, anterior elements appear 
to be true spines except D sp. 6-8 which are distally segmented. In this respect there is 
considerable agreement with Hawatian material described by Walters (1960). Moreover 
this evidence is seen to support Walters (1960) who suggested a late development of 
spines from bony rays, rather than the stricter interpretation of their origin and develop- 
ment taken by Smith (1951). In all other respects this specimen largely agrees with 
descriptions provided by Regan (1907) and McCulloch (1914) though in terms of 
Australasian material is larger than those seen by McCulloch (1914). 
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Fig. 1. Metavelifer multiradiatus (Regan). Lateral view. 


Recently, a further specimen of Metavelifer multiradiatus has been trawled near 
Mercury Island, Coromandel, May 1977, (L. J. Paul, Fisheries Research Division, pers. 
comm.). This specimen 214 mm in standard length, D xix 21, A xvii 17, Lat. L c 41, is 
deposited at the National Museum (NMNZ 7343). 
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